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PRAYER TIME
A friend had given a note to Gandhiji suggesting
that in view of the increasing cold, prayers might be
held at 5 p. m. instead of 5-30 p. m. Gandhiji said that
from the 21st December the day would be gradually
lengthened, but he would respect their wishes all the
same. He asked those who wanted the prayers to be
held earlier to raise their hands. A large number wanted
the prayers earlier, there was no dissentient and it was,
therefore, decided to put back the prayer time by half
an hour.
NON-MUSLIMS IN BAHAWALPUR
Some people from Bahawalpur had brought placards
to the prayer ground the day before on which was written;
"Save the 70,000 Hindus and Sikhs of Bahawalpur,"
Gandhiji was silent, so he referred to the subject today.
Two friends saw him during the day in the same con-
nection. They said that they were contemplating fasting
before the Governor-General's house till arrangements
were made for the evacuation of the Hindus and Sikhs
from Bahawalpur. Gandhiji said that such a step would
help none. The Governor-General had no power today
except such as he derived from the Cabinet. He had
no longer the might of the British Empire at his back.
Nor could he utilize his power. as a fine warrior that
he was. For the time being he had put it in cold storage.
He nevertheless agreed that arrangements should be
made to bring the Hindus and Sikhs from Bahawalpur.
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